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SUBJECT: RACIAL ANTAGONISMS CONTINUE 

1. SUMMARY. RECENT INCIDENTS ALONG RACIAL LINES ARE SYMPTOMS 
OP CONTINUING TENSION BETWEEN CREOLES AND HINDUSTANIS. A 
SPEECH BY VHP CHAIRMAN LACHMON HINTED AT THE POSSIBILITY OP 
AN ECONOMIC CONPRONTATION ON THE ISSUE OP FARM PRICES BETWEEN 
HINDUSTANI SUPPLIERS AND THE NEW CREOLE GOVERNMENT WHICH IS 
SOON TO TAKE OPFICE. END SUMMARY. 

2. THE NOVEMBER 19 ELECTIONS TOOK PLACE WITHOUT INCIDENTS. 

ON THE DAY AND EVENING POLLOWING THE ELECTION, LARGE GROUPS 
OP CELEBRATING CREOLES, MANY CARRYING BANNERS OP THE NPK- 
BLOC PARTIES PARADED THROUGH PARAMARIBO SINGING AND CHANTING. 
ALTHOUGH THE DEMONSTRATIONS WERE ON THE WHOLE GOOD HUMORED 
AND ORDERLY, THERE WERE REPORTEDLY A NUMBER OF INSTANCES IN 
WHICH HINDUSTANIS WERE HARASSED OR INSULTED. IN SEVERAL CASES, 
VHP BANNERS WERE DRAGGED THROUGH THE STREETS. 
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EM ON SUNDAY NOVEMBER 25 THE VHP HELD ITS EIRST MASS MEETING 
SINCE THE ELECTION, ADDRESSED BY PARTY CHAIRMAN LACHMON. 
APPROXIMATELY 15,000 HINDUSTANIS HEARD LACHMON EXPLAIN THAT 
WHILE THE VHP HAD ALWAYS SOUGHT TO GOVERN THE COUNTRY "WITH 
THE COOPERATION OF OUR CREOLE BROTHERS" THE NPK WOULD NOW 
TRY TO GOVERN WITHOUT THE HINDUSTANIS. "THE EEFECTS OF THIS 
WILL SOON BE OBVIOUS." LACHMON PREDICTED THAT THE NEXT GOV- 
ERNMENT WOULD BE UNABLE TO DEAL WITH THE PROBLEM OF RISING 
PRICES. HE CAUTIONED THE NEXT GOVERNMENT NOT TO TRY TO LEG- 
ISLATE LOWER PRICES ON LOCALLY PRODUCED FARM PRODUCTS, WHICH 
ARE GROWN AND MARKETED PRIMARILY BY HINDUSTANIS, "WE WON'T 
TAKE THAT." LACHMON EXHORTED HIS EOLLOWERS SEVERAL TIMES TO 
REMAIN PEACEEUL BUT, "WHEN WE NEED YOU WE WILL CALL YOU AND 
YOU MUST BE READY TO STAND BEHIND US." LACHMON WARNED SEVERAL 
TIMES THAT THE PEACEEUL ATTITUDE OF HINDUSTANIS SHOULD NOT 
BE CONSTRUED AS EEAR AND THAT MOLESTATION WOULD BE ANSWERED 
IN KIND. AETER THE MEETING THERE WERE A NUMBER OE REPORTED 
INSTANCES IN WHICH CREOLES ON EOOT OR IN PASSING VEHICLES 
WERE THE TARGET OE THROWN OBJECTS OR OTHERWISE BOTHERED. 

THE INCIDENTS AND THE EAILURE OE THE POLICE TO INTERVENE WERE 
REPORTED IN THE PRESS AND PROTESTED BY THE NPK. 

4. COMMENT. THESE RACIALLY ORIENTED INCIDENTS ARE INDICATIVE 
OE EVER PRESENT ANTAGONISM BETWEEN CREOLES AND HINDUSTANIS 
WHICH WAS HEATED UP BY THE ELECTORAL CAMPAIGN AND GIVEN 
EURTHER IMPETUS BY THE JUBILATION OF THE CREOLES AND DISAPPOINT- 
MENT OE THE HINDUSTANIS. NEVERTHELESS, TENSION IS NOT SUCH 
THAT THERE IS LIKELIHOOD OE SIGNIFICANT RACIAL VIOLENCE. 

TROUBLE COULD COME HOWEVER THROUGH AN ECONOMIC CONERONTATION 
IE A CREOLE-CONTROLLED GOVERNMENT ATTEMPTS TO FIX PRICES AT 
THE EXPENSE OE HINDUSTANI SUPPLIERS. IT IS POSSIBLE THAT 
LACHMON WOULD SEIZE THE OPPORTUNITY TO RALLY HIS EOLLOWERS 
TO ATTEMPT TO INFLICT A DEFEAT ON THE GOVERNMENT THROUGH 
SOME KIND OF BOYCOTT. 

JOHNSTON 
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